FROM THE EDITOR
easy to understand-perhaps the portal for viral infection of specifi c neurons is expressed only at certain times during brain development. I'm sure these investigations are under way at a feverish pitch.
Recognizing that new information is being released virtually daily, Flores et al (page 261 in this issue of the Journal) provide a current overview of our understanding of the virus and some practical advice regarding diagnosis and prevention.
As laboratories gear up to devise rapid and more specifi c diagnostic tests and develop effective anti-Zika vaccines, we hope to learn more about how a seemingly minimally relevant virus, when introduced into a new environment, can wreak clinical havoc. Possible explanations abound-genetic differences in the population, altered immunologic background of infected patients due to prior infection with related viruses such as dengue, or the direct impact of other coinfections. Or, with careful study, it may be discovered that these neurologic issues have been present elsewhere all along, but not previously linked to the Zika virus.
